
 

Speaking up for the NHS 

As unions step up the campaign against the government's Health 

and Social Care Bill, preparations are continuing apace for the 

Save Our NHS rally, which will be held on 7 March in Westminster 

Central Hall. 

Organised by the All Together for the NHS Campaign, which the 

TUC is co-ordinating and which also includes the BMA, RCN and 

RCM, the rally aims to bring together health workers, patients and 

ordinary people to show the strength of opposition to the 

government's reforms. 

For those people unable to attend the rally in person, there will be 

a live stream of the event, a link to which will be on the TUC 

website. The TUC is encouraging opponents of the Bill to use blogs, 

Twitter and other social media sites to make their concerns known. 

Full details about the event @ 

http://www.tuc.org.uk/industrial/index.cfm?mins=395&minors=371

&majorsubjectID=8 

http://www.tuc.org.uk/industrial/index.cfm?mins=395&minors=371&majorsubjectID=8
http://www.tuc.org.uk/industrial/index.cfm?mins=395&minors=371&majorsubjectID=8


Consultation sham 

As opposition to the Bill intensified during February, the TUC was 

dismissive of a 'health summit' held by Number 10 from which the 

representatives of more than a million NHS professionals were 

excluded. 

'If the Prime Minister genuinely wants to work with health 

professionals on his NHS reforms, hastily convening a meeting with 

the few doctors' representatives who have not yet called for the 

Bill to be scrapped is not the way to go about it', said deputy 

general secretary Frances O'Grady. 

'He is excluding representatives of the one and a quarter million 

nurses, midwives, porters, cleaners, physios, paramedics and 

others who have just as crucial a part to play in the NHS and 

whose views are just as important.' 

More on this story @ 

http://www.tuc.org.uk/industrial/tuc-20658-f0.cfm 

 

Public sector jobs going fast 

Official figures published at the beginning of March show that 

public sector jobs 'were disappearing in droves', the TUC said in 

response. 

At a time when finding work has never been harder, the TUC 

calculated that over 270,000 public servants have already lost 

their jobs as a result of government cuts. The TUC added that the 

private sector could not create enough new jobs to compensate 

for those being slashed in the public sector. 

Full story @ 

http://www.tuc.org.uk/economy/tuc-20699-f0.cfm 
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Cut tax reliefs not taxes for rich 

The TUC responded sharply to a call by business leaders for the 

Chancellor to scrap the 50p top rate of tax in the Budget. 

It was not surprising that rich people wanted to pay less tax, the 

TUC said, adding 'what was worrying is that many in government 

are encouraging them to confuse their own interests with those of 

the country as a whole'. 

Full TUC reaction @ 

http://www.tuc.org.uk/economy/tuc-20695-f0.cfm 
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